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TO: KCMTOA Membership 
 
FROM: Captain Steve Smith, Lenexa KS PD (Retired) 
 KCMTOA Founder and 2010 President 
 
Effective immediately I am tendering my resignation from the KCMTOA Board 
of Directors and Board President. I have taken a temporary, full-time job assist-
ing in the development of the selection and training process for the United 
States Marine Corps Military Police and Civilian Law Enforcement SRT Pro-
gram. This is a unique opportunity that matched my current skill set and experi-
ence but does not allow me the time to devote to KCMTOA. 
 
As the founder of the Kansas City Metro Tactical Officers Association I have 
had a long-term commitment to the tactical law enforcement community in our 
region. What started out as a hope and a prayer in 1991 with sixty officers from 
the metro area has grown into a 900+ strong tactical officers association. Over 
the years we have evolved from 1-2 small courses per year to a large Winter 
Conference, Annual Basic SWAT Operator Course, SWAT Supervision & Man-
agement Course, Basic Sniper Course and Advanced Tactical Operations 
Course. None of this would have been possible without the support of our 
membership and talented instructors. 
 
During this transition in KCMTOA administration I would ask that each of you 
support the incoming Board of Directors/Officers enabling the association to 
get bigger and better. Remember the KCMTOA exists for the betterment of 
member agencies and enhancement of the tactical law enforcement community 
and communities they serve. 
 
I will remain a KCMTOA member and involved on a very limited basis. It has 
been an honor working for and with each of you. Best wishes and stay safe! 
 
And remember, òYour worst must be better than their best!ó 
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TO: KCMTOA Membership 
 
FROM: Sergeant Bart Branyon, Olathe KS PD (Retired) 
 KCMTOA Board Member 
 
 
Effective immediately I am tendering my resignation from the KCMTOA Board of  Directors 
and Board Secretary. As many of  you know since my retirement from the OPD I have been 
employed by the Department of  Defense in missions that often keep me occupied outside the 
US for extended periods of  time. Because of  this I feel that I am not able to devote the time/
availability to my position as Board Secretary that the membership deserves. 
 
I have been involved with the KCMTOA since its inception by Captain Steve Smith (Lenexa 
PD-Ret.) in 1991. During that period I have been fortunate to have been an active member, 
instructor, board member and President of  the KCMTOA. I have been truly blessed to serve 
with such a fine, professional, patriotic and dedicated group of  law enforcement officers. As I 
continue working in my current counter-terrorism mission abroad I understand more than ever 
the importance of your SWAT mission as the domestic òfront-lineó against an enemy that 
seeks nothing less than the destruction of  the citizens that you have sworn to protect. I con-
tinue to witness first hand that this enemy is vicious against the defenseless but withers in the 
presence of  highly skilled, dedicated professionals such as you. 
 
I would ask that you continue providing the same support to the KCMTOA and your Board 
members, as you have done so kindly for me. 
 
I will continue working as a Johnson County KS Sheriffs Office Special Deputy and SRT advi-
sor/trainer and will remain a KCMTOA member. I look forward to still providing periodic tac-
tical training for the KCMTOA. If  I can be of  any assistance feel free to contact me at bdbran-
yon@yahoo.com or through a KCMTOA Board Member. May God bless you and keep you 
safe in your endeavorsééééééé.Bart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bdbranyon@yahoo.com
mailto:bdbranyon@yahoo.com
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KCMTOA BOARD OF DIRECTOR CHANGES  

 

In 1989, then Lenexa Sergeant Steve Smith had a vision of tactical teams within the Kansas City Metro-

politan area forming an association to share ideas, train together and share resources.  Initially that asso-

ciation of seven agencies met periodically for joint training and shared ideas.  Since that time, the Kansas 

City Metro Tactical Officers Association has grown to one of the largest tactical officers associations in the 

country with a membership of nearly 900 officers from over 60 agencies.  Through the hard work of Steve 

Smith and members like Olathe Sgt Bart Branyon (ret), this association has kept its promise of providing 

high quality, low cost training to its members.  Nationally known speakers and instructors have been 

brought to the area for training and incident debriefs that have benefitted our members in countless ways. 

Since their retirements Steve Smtih and Bart Branyon have not slowed down.  Steve is currently working 

with the U.S. Marine Corps to create a training curriculum for their SRT units and Bart is completing an-

other tour in Iraq with the Department of Defense.  As you can imagine, both of these jobs are taking a 

great deal of time.  Both Steve and Bart came to the decision that they were not able to devote the time 

they had in the past to the KCMTOA and decided that it was time to pass the torch for the benefit of the 

association. 

 

On Monday May 24th, the Board of Directors met and office elections were held.  The following are the 

newly elected office holders: 

 

Sergeant Fred Farris, Lenexa PD ï President 

Captain Ed Turner, Independence PD ï Vice-President 

Major Steve Beamer, North Kansas City PD ï Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Effective May, 25th Steve Smith and Bart Branyon have submitted their letters of resignation from the 

KCMTOA Board of Directors.  Both of these men are a large part of why the association has had such 

success and their involvement will be greatly missed. 

 

The Kansas City Metro Tactical Officers Association bi-laws state that in the event of a vacancy, resigna-

tion or removal from the board, the board president has the authority to appoint members to fill the vacant 

positions.  It is my pleasure to announce that Lieutenant Mike Butaud, Olathe PD and Sergeant Brent 

Moore, Johnson County Sheriffôs Department have agreed to fill the positions vacated by Steve and Bart.  

Both of these gentleman have had a great deal of involvement with the association over the years and will 

be a great addition to the board. 

 

In this time of change to the association I want to assure the membership that the current Board of Direc-

tors is committed to the continued success of the association.  The philosophy of providing high quality, 

low cost training to the members along with logistical support and communication has never been more 

important than in present times. 

 

We look forward to working with the membership and agencies to keep the Kansas City Metro Tactical 

Offices Association one of the best in the country. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Fred Farris, President 
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Barricaded Father Surrenders after SWAT standoff 

HAYWARD, Calif. -- A father, who barricaded himself inside his home in unincorporated Hayward and held his family at gun-
point, surrendered to a sheriff department SWAT team Wednesday, ending a tense six-hour standoff. 

Alameda County Sheriffõs Sgt. J.D. Nelson said a woman had called 911 at 5:11 a.m. from a home on Jamie Way and said her hus-
band was acting strangely. Sheriff's deputies responded to the home, but the man refused to come out, 

At about 10:45 a.m., Hayward police tactical squad saw the suspect enter a room in the house and rushed the 26 year-old suspect, 
Adrian Shum. 

òHe was combative towards the Hayward Police Department and in fact he ended up being tasered,ó said Sgt. J.D. Nelson of the 
Alameda County Sheriffõs Office. òThere were weapons in the house but he was not personally armed at that point.ó 

A two-year-old boy, still in his pajamas, and his four-month-old brother were caught in the middle of the six-hour long stand-off. 
After Shum was subdued, deputies carried the kids back to an SUV, where their grandparents were waiting with hugs and kisses. 

The grandparents, parents of the Shumõs wife who also own the house, were freed by Hayward police early on in the stand-off 
without injury. 

Deputies said Shumõs wife, Ann Shum, was also arrested for resisting arrest because she too was combative during the rescue. 

In addition to resisting arrest Shum and his wife could face more serious charges, such as kidnapping and weapons charges. 

Source 

Judge dismisses $5 million suit against SWAT team  

A federal judge on Wednesday threw out a $5 million federal lawsuit alleging Howard County police subjected a Co-

lumbia family to assault, battery and racial discrimination during a 2008 SWAT team raid in which officers killed one of 

the familyõs dogs. 

  

U.S. District Judge Marvin Garbis dismissed the suit with prejudice ñ meaning it cannot be refiled ñ  after county 

attorneys argued that the members of the SWAT team had probable cause to search the home and that the officer ac-

cused of excessive force couldnõt have committed the acts because he wasn't there at the time.  

 

òIõm ecstatic for the officers,ó said Howard County Senior Assistant County Solicitor Louis Ruzzi.  

 

Kevin and Lisa Henderson, of Columbia, had alleged that police killed their ògentle, lovingó 10-year-old mutt, Grunt, 

during a Jan. 18, 2008 police raid on the Hendersonsõ home in the 8700 block of Hayshed Lane in Long Reach. 

 

In an interview shortly after filing suit on July 27, 2009, Jimmy Bell, the Hendersonsõ attorney, condemned what he 

called police misconduct. 

   

òMichael Vick was sent to prison for killing innocent dogs,ó said Bell, referring to the NFL quarterback. ò(Police) 

killed Grunt, a family friend for 10 years, and nothing has happened to them.ó 

 

Bell could not be immediately reached for comment Wednesday.  

 

http://www.ktvu.com/news/23683289/detail.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
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http://www.strategosintl.com/
http://www.ombexpress.com/
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According to the Hendersonsõ suit, at 10:15 the night of the raid, the SWAT team entered the familyõs unlocked door without 

announcing themselves, tapped on the door to entice the Hendersonsõ dogs, Grunt and Smidget, to run to them, and shot 

Grunt, a rottweiler-labrador mix, according to the lawsuit. 

 

The suit alleged that an officer assaulted Kevin Henderson, throwing him to the floor and roughed up Lisa Henderson, alleg-

edly picking her up, while handcuffed, and dragging her across the floor. The suit also alleged the Hendersons, who are black, 

were targeted because of their race. 

 

The suit named as defendants the Howard County government and three individual officers. 

 

The night of the raid, police were searching for drugs and found marijuana and a pipe inside the Hendersonsõ home, accord-

ing to charging documents filed by police. A 28-year-old family acquaintance, who was inside the home, pleaded guilty to 

drug paraphernalia possession stemming from the incident shortly afterward, court records show. 

 

The Hendersons were charged with various drug-related offenses four days after the raid, but were later acquitted of all 

charges. 

 

In court documents asking Garbis to dismiss the multimillion dollar suit, Ruzzi argued that the officers acted appropriately 

based on their belief that drugs were inside the home. 

  

òThe Hendersons do not dispute the presence of marijuana and marijuana paraphernalia on the coffee table in their living 

room or their close proximity to the drugs and paraphernalia on the evening of January 18, 2008,ó he wrote. ò... That the 

Hendersons were found ônot guiltyõ does not, in any way, diminish [the] determination that probable cause existed to charge 

them with possession of marijuana and marijuana paraphernalia.ó 

 

Ruzzi also argued that the officer accused of using excessive force was not in the Hendersonsõ home at the time when the 

alleged excessive force occurred. 

   

The judge agreed that the officer accused of excessive force in the suit does not fit the descriptions of the alleged òrogue offi-

ceró provided by witnesses. The rogue officer allegedly was more than 6 feet, weighed close to 300 pounds and is black. The 

officer the Hendersons accused of excessive force is 5-8, 175 pounds, and white, the judge wrote. 

  

ò... Witnesses have, in their deposition testimony, provided physical descriptions of the alleged rogue officer that are strik-

ingly different from [the accused officerõs] actual appearance,ó Garbis wrote. 

     

When it was filed, the lawsuit was the third time in 18 months in which Howard County police were publicly accused of 

shooting a dog.  

 

Source 

 

 

Officers, students take part in SWAT exercise  
 

Special Weapons and Tactics Team officers from the Beeville Police Department and Bee County Sheriffôs Office 
stormed A.C. Jones High School Sunday to rescue hostages and run down three bad guys. 
 
Fortunately, the raid was only a training exercise and no one was hurt. 

http://www.explorehoward.com/news/71877/judge-dismisses-5-million-suit-against-swat-team/
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  Ted specializes in Bianchi, Defense Technologies, 

Hatch, Hiatt, Monadnock a and Safariland Duty 

Gear   

mailto:ted.drysdale@baesystems.com?subject=KCMTOA
mailto:ted.drysdale@baesystems.com
mailto:ted.drysdale@baesystems.com
mailto:ted.drysdale@baesystems.com
http://www.ombguns.com/

